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A beautiful, sunny day greeted students as they returned to the classroom last 
Wednesday. Williamsville schools welcomed back nearly 11,000 students for a new year of 
learning filled with promise and expectation. Our faculty and staff are prepared and excited 
about the school year ahead, unwavering in their commitment to do what is best for 
students. 

The District has had a very busy summer, undertaking major voter-approved facility 
work at Mill Middle and Forest Elementary, as well as targeted work at five other schools 
that included updating fire alarm systems and implementing energy conservation measures. 
There were some weather-related delays due to a rainy August, but whatever work remains 
to be done will not interfere with the school day when students and staff are in the buildings. 
Many staff development activities took place during the summer as well, with training in 
specific curriculum and instructional areas designed to enhance the learning experience for 
students.  

In the area of transportation, it’s business as usual. The District has adjusted some 
routes to increase efficiency and we have instructed our bus drivers to limit idling time. It will 
take about two weeks at the beginning of the school year for bus runs to normalize. I would 
ask that everyone be patient, especially families along new routes. If you have any questions 
please call the Transportation Department at 626-8390.  

On opening day for all faculty and staff last week prior to students returning to 
school, my message centered on how every day a teacher has the opportunity to make an 
impact on a child’s life. I shared with staff how an ordinary act may inspire an extraordinary 
achievement in a child and even seemingly trivial interactions between a teacher and a 
student can influence a child’s life in profound ways. Although Williamsville is a large district, 
our laser-like focus on individual students provides an environment where children can 
thrive and succeed. We place a high value on developing a well-rounded student and work to 
foster a culture of character in our schools, expanding both the minds and hearts of our 
students. Last year, Williamsville students eagerly embraced the opportunity to help others, 
participating in service projects that taught them how their actions can help make a 
difference in the lives of others. We set the bar high for our students and they do not 
disappoint us!  

As a school community, we also celebrated the exceedingly rare career milestone of 
one of our veteran teachers.  Dr. Roy Clare, a music teacher at Heim Middle School, is 
beginning his 50th year as an educator in Williamsville. He began teaching at the 
Williamsville Junior-Senior High School on September 4, 1958. During a career that spans 
five decades, Dr. Clare has taught thousands of children and his enthusiasm for teaching 
and commitment for continual improvement have not wavered. Dr. Clare represents one of 
Williamsville’s treasures and, respectfully, is a bona fide classic.  

Along with Roy, I am just as excited as the students are to begin a new school year. 
Thanks to the outstanding efforts of our staff at every level, I am confident that 2008-09 will 
be a productive and successful year.  


